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CRI contracted with Battersea, Inc. and the City of Petersburg, Virginia to provide 
a Phase I survey of the property and support public education initiatives for 
Battersea Plantation, which comprises a tract totaling approximately 37.5 acres.  
Battersea is a c. 1770 Palladian style colonial plantation house, the home of the first 
mayor of Petersburg and Revolutionary delegate, John Banister.  Currently the 
property contains a number of standing structures   ranging from the main 
plantation house to an 18th-century greenhouse to 20th century workspaces and 
tenant housing.  Historic research conducted by CRI indicated traces of several 
features no longer visible on the surface including formal gardens and landscape 
features and several outbuildings. In addition, research showed evidence of 
possible encampments, associated with the Revolutionary and the Civil War, along 
the eastern edge of the tract on the second terrace above the Appomattox River.  
Remnants of a mill, originally associated with Battersea, were thought to be on the 
margins of the property also along the river. Other documents outlined the presence 
of slave quarters associated with the property, outbuildings, landscape features such 
as haha’s or boundary ditches, and farm related structures such as barns, granary’s, 
and other outbuildings.  In addition, there was strong evidence for an intensive 
prehistoric occupation of the area.  With this information in hand, CRI initiated a 
Phase I survey and focused on areas thought to be associated with the  late 18th 
century occupation but 
also with the goal of 
documenting the 
totality of 
archaeological sites 
across the property.   
 
CRI followed a 
multifaceted research 
strategy in order to 
asses the Battersea 
tract for the array of 
sites possible including 
shovel testing and 
metal detector survey.  
A number of sites were 
documented on the 
property and CRI is 
currently analyzing the 
artifacts and preparing 
the technical report 
and a organizing a 
public event to be held 
on the property during 
Virginia Archaeology 
month in October. 
 

 


